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the climbers now moved forward for the attack.
It was still a trifle early in the season. But the
exact date when the monsoon will break can
never be predicted, and the earliest chance for a
climb must be seized. On May 10th, therefore,
Mallory and Somervell left the Base Camp and
in two and a half hours arrived at Camp I, where
they found themselves in a " house " and were
welcomed by a cook offering them some tea.
And so in comparative comfort they arrived at
Camp III, where their real work would begin.
Theoretically, these two superb mountaineers,
the very pick of the whole party, should have
been kept in reserve longer yet. Less good men
than they were should have been employed in
preparing the way, while these two were kept
in clover at the Base, or in one of the glacier
camps, exercising and acclimatizing themselves
by ascents of the mountains round, but always
having a comfortable camp to return to for good
food and refreshment and shelter, while all the
drudgery on ahead was being done for them
by others. Then, when the way was all smooth,
they would have passed easily, rapidly and com-
fortably through and be in the best possible con-
dition for making the supreme effort upon which
all else depended. This is what theoretically
should have been done. But, again, theory had
to be abandoned.
As Mallory had discovered in the previous year,
the ascent to the North Col was the stiffest and